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sectional departments, however, were assigned vari-
ous minor charges extending over the whole king-
dom. Thus the second department, which governed
the Electoral Mark and Magdeburg, at one time also
fulfilled the functions of commissary-general for all
Prussia. It had in addition oversight over questions
of salt, millstones, cards, and stamps, in whatever
locality they might arise. If the chief of the de-
partment had four or five assistants a certain special-
isation was possible, but he was obliged to reckon
with the contingency that one or more of them
might be commissioned to spend part of their time
in another department.

The General Directory, as Frederick found it, con-
tained four departments, but five chief ministers.
The fifth, whose functions were the general super-
vision of justice and of finance, was in Frederick
William's conception a royal spy upon his colleagues.
If they were idle, deceitful, or inharmonious, it was
his duty to report the facts to the King, "that His
Majesty may get no short measure anywhere and
may not be tricked.*'

It is easy to see that this machine of government,
however cumbrous, was admirably designed to serve
a despotic king. An army of clerks and inspectors
was always at his disposal. If he desired to know
what was passing in the furthest corner of his domin-
ions, a curt note of enquiry to the General Directory
sufficed to set the machine in motion. The Direct-
ory met five times a week, with no vacations. At
its bidding, commissioners were appointed by the
Provincial Chamber to ascertain the facts. In due